A giant cause of stroke.
An 80 year old man presented subacutely with drowsiness and confusion. Subsequent MRI brain imaging demonstrated multiple posterior circulation infarcts. Extracranial vasculitis was suspected when his ESR was found to be high and vascular imaging showed multifocal irregular narrowing of both vertebral arteries. This was confirmed by targeted temporal artery biopsy, which showed chronic granulomatous inflammation typical of giant cell arteritis (GCA). The patient made a significant recovery following treatment with prednisolone.